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x. "SPIRITUAL Treafary for the Children of God; 

conſiſting of Meditations upon ſelect Texts of 
88 for every Day in the Year. With a recommen- 
, datory Preface, by the Rev. Mr. Romaing, Price 48. 6d. 


| Evening, Price 48. 6d. 


J 5 3. The Chriſtian "Comntpnicant; or. ſuitable Compa- 
3 nion to the Lord's Table. Recommended by the Rev. 


4. Free- grace Truths, or Goſpel Comfort for Doubt- 


ing Minds: 1. On Chriſt made Sin for us. 2. Righte- 
ouſneſs to us. 3. Sanctification in us. Price 18. 


„ Seriptural Prayers for Morning and Evening, for 
the Uſe of Families. Price 6d. 


. Price 3d. 

. 3 plain Catechiſi for Children, Price 6” 

1 The Hiſtory of Jeſus, for Children. Bound 8d. 
9. A precious Teſtimony: for Jeſus, in the Death of 


Price 2d. 
SED” 40. The Ax laid to the Root of Antinomian Licen- 
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Addreſſed to the Regeemed of the Lord of All Denomina- 
tions. Price 6d. 6 


11. The Believer's Pocket Compaiiion.; 6 The One 


ble Sinners happy. Bound 18. 


12. The Partour Preacher: a Pack of Cards, for thoſe 
pho. are determined to win Chriſt, Phil. iii. 8. Price 18. 


Face 4d. 
8 14. bs: from the Maſter 8 Table ; ; or, Seleck 8 


* of Divinity, Doctrinal, Practical, and Experimen- 
ak bound 18s. 5 


| n. dee Blob, by NE "Mx 1 are a by ues. du, 5 


2. A Second Part! of a Spiritual N for every | 


1 6. A plain Sermon for little Children. Recommended 
8 he the Rev. Mr. Jones, late Chaplain of St. Saviour. 


| wo Ohildren, who lately died triumphing in the Lord. 


ſneſs ; or evangelical Excitements to Holineſs of Life. 


'T hing needful, to make poor Sinners rich, and miſera- 


ig. An affectionate Addreſs to l Profeſſors. 


THE 


 INEXPEDIENCY 


OF 


G AME 8, 8 PO R T 85 &. | 


DAR SIR, 


T ever will be ſo: while we are cleaving to the Lord 
with purpoſe of heart, our ſouls will proſper, and be 

in good health; and our minds will be in holy, ſpiritual, 
lively frames: then we ſhall experience a holy fear of the 
Lord, a godly jealouſy over ourſelves, a deep concern for 
the glory of our dear Saviour, and for the ſpiritual edifi- 
cation and proſperity of our fellow-chriſtiang. Such a 
fpirit and temper breathes through every line of my dear 
friend's laſt epiſtle : I thank you heartily for it, as I was 
much refreſhed by it. The Lord of all grace keep your © 
ſoul and mine conſtantly under the lively influence of his 
word and Spirit, and then I am very ſure we ſhall not be 
perplexing others (as you complain many do you) by 
aſking, What harm is there in cards, dancing, horſe- _ * 
racing, frequenting the play-houſe, or any other carnal - 
pleaſures and ſenſual gratifications ? You obſerve, when 
at any time you declaim againſt theſe things, as not be- 
coming Chriſtians, you are ditectly aſked to point out the 
harm and unlawfulneſs of them, and to ſhew from ſcrip⸗- 
N ture, where theſe things are forbidden; and requeſt my 
; free thoughts upon them. You Kina, dear Sir, I am a 
very poor caſuiſt, unſkilled in the art of ſubtle diſquiſi- 
tions and logical diſtinctions; and therefore very unfit to 
give you full ſatisfaction in theſe matters: however, wiſh- 
ing to gratify my ſriend, and to be profitable to others, 
3 would defire to fit down; under. the feelings of chriſ- 
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| Banity, to ſuggeſt ſome few thoughts an theſe things, 


from theſe three grand ſources of- knowledge, obſervation, 
experience, and the word of God. 


Is it aſked, What harm is there in theſe pleaſures and 
gratifications Sr. Paul ſays, “ All things (i. e. of ſuch 
an indifferent nature, as are not expreſsly forbidden by 
God's word) are lawful for me; but all things are not 


- expedient.: all things are lawful for me, bot” all things 


edify not,” 1 Cor. x. 23. From hence I would make 
ſome experimental obſervations, in which I would appeal 
to the generous ſentiments of the chriſtian's heart: for to 
you, my dear friend, as one who knows the love of Chriſt, 
IT write; and to thoſe who profeſs to have obtained like 
precious faith, and joyful- knowledge, I would appeal. 
As to thoſe who are ſtrangers to our moſt holy faith, and 
are deſtitute of the grace of Chriſt in their hearts, they 
muſt and they will have thoſe pleaſures and gratifications 
which are ſuited to their carnal ſtate and corrupt diſpoſi- 
tions, As they are not yet framed by God's grace, nor 


formed for his glory, they can have no reliſh for thoſe 


ſpiritua] joys and pleaſures which flow from God's right 
hand, and which are the joy and glory of all his new-born 
children jn Chrift Jefus. It is all vain : it would be only 
fighting as one who beateth the air, to diſſuade them from 
card-playing, the' pleaſures of the play-houſe, or any other 
carnal diverſion. But for thoſe who profeſs to be be- 


lievers in and followers of the Lamb of God, what have 


they to do with theſe thing® ? And if they are acting in 


character, and walking e d with their profeſſion, 
they will have nothing to do with them ; but will con- 


ſider them as unworthy their purſuit, and as inexpedient 
to their ſtate. Let us therefore conſider them, 

1. As things not expedient. 

2. As things which edify not. 37 

* Theſe things are not expedient. Now ſuppoſe we 


were not to inſiſt that they are unlawful, but only as in- 
expedient 
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expedient - for chriſtians that there is nothing in the 
enjoying them, of the leaſt expediency, aptitude,” cr fit - 


neſs, to the ſtate of a chriſtian, as a ſpiritual man, a new 
creature in Chriſt, and a follower of Chriſt: ; we ſhall fee 


reaſon enough for avoiditig them ; for there is a great 
beauty in the moral fitneſs of things, and in conſidering 
their natural tendency. Though I hope, before 1 con- 
clude, to ſhew alſo the unlawfulneſs of theſe things to a 


chriſtian. 

1. I am fully aCured, and 4 will venture. boldly to afs 
ſert, from knowledge and experience, that were you to 
propoſe to a ſoul under its firſt awakenings to ſee, and 
under its firſt quickenings to feel, its deplorably wretched 


ſtate and abſolutely loſt condition as a ſinner, and under 


the pungent ſenſe he has of his want of the blood and 


righteouſneſs of the Son of God to juſtify and ſave him; 


I ſay, were you to propoſe to ſuch a ſoul any carnal 


game, or ſenſual diverſion, he would cry out in a holy 
indignation, Get ye hence, away with ſuch things ! my 


ſenſes, feelings, and defires, are exerciſed upon the moſt 
important, becauſe eternal concerns. O how unſuitable 


are theſe things to, my ſtate! how unworthy my atten- 
tion! What! when my conſcience feels the burden of 
my fins ; when my ſoul.is pained within me for anguiſh, 


and my beige is thirſting after Chriſt; can I turn "nas; 
fooliſhly to kill my time, and wretchedly to diſſipate my 
mind, in purſuit of gratifications for my carnal nature? 


Surely, ſurely, ſuch conduct muſt betray me to be the 


moſt arrant trifler with the truths of God, the ſalvation of 


Chriſt, and the intereſt of my immortal foul. Were Ito 


ſhuMe and cut, and deal about kings, queens, and 
knaves, &c, verily I ſhould think I was ſhuffling with 
God, cutting myſelf of from all hope of being heard 
when I cry, Lord Jeſus, ſave me, or I periſh ; and ſhould 
deal,out to myſelf nothing but aggravated woes, diſtgeſs, 


and | anguiſh, Can ſuch a one as I dance to the viol, 
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Ant my tehſes at * Fs houſe, or follow: the 1 | 
when all within is dejection and dread, when my ſoul 
is hunted like a partridge upon the mountains, and 
when I feel the urgent neceſſity of giving all diligence to 
make my calling and election ſure ? Surely, all 'carnal 


games, all ſenſual diverſions, are as inexpedient, as unfit 
for me, as they would be for a man who is under ſentence 


of death, to die to-morrow : for I feel that I have the 


ſentence of death within 'me, and I cannot reſt till I 


know that I am paſled from death to life, by believing in 


Jeſus. Therefore my ſpiritual convictions are too ſtrong 


within me, to ſuffer a thought of indulging in carnal 


pleaſures. Say now, dear Sir, is not ſuch reaſoning and 
ſuch conduct natural to perſons in ſuch a ftate? I am 
fully perſuaded you, and every one who has ever expe- 


rienced it; muſt allow it. 


2. But ſee the chriſtian ſoul juſt ſet at liberty, hs 


he is exulting in the language of the Pſalmiſt, The 
Lord hath turned again my captivity : the Lord hath done 
great things for my ſoul : he hath filled my mouth with 


laughter, and my tongue with joy, He hath brought me 


up alſo out of the horrible pit, out of the miry clay, and 


ſet my feet upon a rock, and eſtabliſhed my goings ; and 


he hath put a new ſong in my mouth, even praiſe unto our 


God.” Now, now, my highly-favoured ſoul, what re- 
ward ſhall I render unto the Lord for all his mercies, to 


Jeſus for his glorious ſalvation, to the Spirit for his pre- 
cious comforts ? Shall I—What? Shall I fay unto my 


fleſh, Now take thine caſe, feed on carnal pleaſures, 


drink into all pleaſing diverſions, be merry at ſenſual 


ſports and paſtimes, take thy fill of what will gratify thy 
ſenſes, and—but I forbear; I call on you, .dear Sir, I 


throw the gauntlet, I challenge all, every one of your ſoſt 
pleaders for theſe vain things, to bring one ſingle inſtance 


of à ſoul thus made happy by Jeſus, and happy in Jeſus, 


who will allow the leaſt . aptitude, or fitneſs, 


of 


„ 
of any carnal pleaſures and ſenſual diverſions to his ſtate 
and frame of mind; or will give the leaſt indulgence to 
them in his very thoughts, much leſs purſue the enjoy- 
ment of them. No, his happy mind is too elated with 
more noble, more exalted, and more refined pleaſures, and 


therefore cannot but look on it as moſt inexpedient, to 


let himſelf down ſo low, as to grovel in carnal pleaſures 
and ſenſual diverſions: not more ſo, than for a man of the 


moſt refined reaſon to ſeek pleaſure and nn in | 


moſt childiſh diverſions: 


Paul's reaſoning holds good in this cafe : * When I 


.. was a child, 1 ſpake as a child, I underſtood as a child, 


I thought as a child: but when J became a man, I put 
away childiſh things,” 1 Cor, xiii. 11. Juſt ſo may every 
chriſtian ſay, When I was in my natural ſtate, a child of 
wrath, I ſpake as a child of wrath, in behalf of carnal 
pleaſures ; I underſtood as a child of wrath, that real hap- 
pineſs lay in gratifying myſelf in them; I thought as a 
child of wrath, that there was no higher pleaſure than 
in the enjoyment of ſenſual diverſions; but when I be- 
came a man, a ſpiritual man in Chriſt, I put away theſe 
childiſh things, as unfit and inexpedient for my ſoul's 
ſtate and proſperity. Indeed, my dear Sir, a real chriſtian 


in a right frame of mind, under the lively views of faith, 


the warm ſenſe of Chriſt's love, and the joyful proſpect of 


hope, would juſt as ſoon aſk, What harm is there in 


ſuch a game? what evil in ſuch a diverſion ?. what hurt 
in purſuing ſuch pleaſures ? as a man of fine ſenſe and 
exalted genius would aſk, What harm, hurt, or evil is 
there in my dandling a jointed doll, or in playing with 
children at chuck-farthing, puſh- pin, or bob-cherry ? 
No, he would be aſhamed to plead ſo filly a cauſe z and 
much more ſo to purſue fuch trifling diverſions. 

3. See the chriſtian ſomewhat advanced in the divine 
life. View him, not as a babe, but as a young man in 


. Chriſt : not as a novice, or one newly come to 9 faith 


of 


4.8.3 


5 of Crit; but as well knowing the voice of Chriſt, and | 


attentive to the word of Chriſt, FOLLOW ME. Did he, 


vhen under the ſenſe of guilt, the terrors of the law, and 


the dread of wrath, ſee the utter inexpediency of theſe 


things, and avoid them? Did he, in the day of his 


| Eſpouſals to Jeſus, when his heart was fired with the love 
of Chriſt, and warm with love to Chriſt, judge all carnal 
pleaſures and ſenſual diverſions unworthy of his attention, 
and too low for his regard and purſuit? and can he, now 
he is grown more up into Chriſt, ſee any expediency and 
aptitude in theſe things to his ſtate? What! the more he 
| knows of precious Chriſt, his endearing offices, his glo- 
rious ſalvation, his loving words, and gracious promiſes, 
cannot he now find all his happineſs in him, and be 
content with thoſe joys and pleaſures which flow from 
him, but he muſt ſeek to the gratification of his carnal 
#nſes, to complete his comfort and happineſs ? 

„ Will any of your warm pleaders for theſe things dare 
o ſay, that any chriſtian can ſee a greater aptitude and 
expediency for them; or that they are more ſuited to his 
ſtate now, as a follower of Chriſt, than they were when 
he was firſt born into Chriſt ? If any will be hardy enough 
to ſay this, he is not worthy of a reply. For chriſtians 


are called to follow Chrift in the regeneration, ar in {| 


the new ſtate and reformation of things. If any can 
prove that carnal diverſions, and ſenſual pleaſures, are at 
all conducive to a chriſtian's following Chriſt, he ſhall be 
my great Apollo, and I will ever hereafter yield him my 
implicit faith and obedience. And if denying ourſelves, 
taking up our croſs and following Chriſt, be not con- 
trary to indulging ourſelves in caraal diverſions and ſenſual 
pleaſures, I ſhould be glad to know what our Lord pre- 
ciſely means when he commands us fo to do, | 

But I would not ſo advert to the outward word of 
Chriſt, as to loſe the ſight, and forego the ſenſe, of Chriſt 
living in our hearts by faith, and our living upon him 
| in 
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in 18 and allowing * in love. Now. can it be 
ſuppoſed that theſe graces of faith, hope, and love, can 
be in lively exerciſe in that mind which is carried away, 
after the pleaſures of ſenſe; or that the pleaſures of ſenſe. 
muſt not have a natural tendency to draw away the atten- 
tion of our minds to Chriſt, weaken our faith in him, de- 
ject our hope on him, damp our love to him; and ſo. 
conſequently prevent our cloſely following of him? If 
we can at all trace the footſteps of our Lord to ſcenes of 
pleaſure, to gaming-tables, to the hunting down of ani» 
mals, to footing it at a dance, or any other gratifications 
of the fleſh, then, and not till then, will theſe things be 
expedient for us, and we ſhall be fully juſtified in the uſe 
of them, as followers of him; for * he hath left us an 
example, that we*ſhould follow his ſteps, 1 Pet. ii, 21. 
And pray what right has any one to think himſelf a fol- 
lower of Chriſt, who allows himſelf in thoſe things which 
are contrary to the example which Chriſt has ſet us, and 
which are by no means expedient for us? 

4. The chriſtian is called to enjoy ſweet fellowſhip with 
God the Father, and his ſon Jeſus Chriſt. As this is his 
higheſt happineſs, it is his duty, and ought to be his 

conſtant ſtudy, to uſe all means conducive hereto, and to 
avoid whatever is contrary to the enjoyment of this. 
But can ſerving divers luſts and pleaſures be at all expe- 
dient to this ? Nay, have they not a direct tendency- to 
interrupt and deſtroy this? If any one, after having ſpent 
his precious moments in ſenſual pleaſures and carnal di- 
verſions, ſhould declare, Well, now I feel my ſoul happy 
in God—I have ſweet fellowſhip with him—I find my 
1 heart and affections drawn out in love to him, and have 
moſt earneſt deſires to devote my time, talents, body and 
ſoul, to the ſervice and glory of him—what ſhall we ſay 
of ſuch ? Verily, that they have ſcripture, and the exam- 


can 


f 
| ples of the moſt eminent ſaints on their ſide, by only 
N changing the paſt into the preſent tenſe, and reading Ti- 
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tus ili. 3. thus, For we ourſelves alſo are fooliſh, diſobe- 
dient, deceived, ſerving divers luſts and pleaſures.” But, 
the folly of ſuch is obvious, their diſobedience is manifeſt, 
and their deception, by their feelings, is evident. For 

can there be a ſtronger evidence that a man is an utter 
ſtranger to the nature of ſpiritual joy in God, and fellow- 
ſhip with God, who either thinks they can be at all pro- 
moted by carnal pleaſures, or are not all prevented by 
them ? Surely, Sir, this is like fetching fire from the 


heathen altars, or from hell itſelf, to warm the heart with 


the love of God; or doing evil that good may come, 
the conſequence of which is awful, Rom. iii. 8. I will 
poſitively aſſert, where ſpiritual fellowſhip with God in 
Chriſt is in the heart, that perfon neither can nor will 
feek fellowſhip with the unfruitful works of carnal diver- 
ſions, but will be dead to them; for the life of ſpiritual 
Joys, will be the death of crak eratifications. Hear the 
ſentence of the Spirit of truth : “ They who live in 
pleaſure, are dead while they live,” x Tim. v. 6, dead 
to ſpiritual fellowſhip with God, peace from God, joy in 
God, and love to God. Therefore, let no man deceive 
us with vain words; for thus faith the Lord, Behold, 
all ye who Kindle a 5 who compaſs yourſelyes about 
with ſparks :” Obſerve the beauty of the i irony and ſar- 
caſm,—walk in the light of your fire, and in the ſparks 
that ye have kindled, by warming and heating your animal 
paſſions, by your carnal ſports, and ſenſual gratifications: 
but what ſhall be the end thereof ?— “ This ſhall ye 
have of mine hand (ſaith the Lord) ye ſhall lie down in 
forrow,” Iſa. I. 11. When natural paſſions ſubſide, when 
cool reflections take place, when conſcience is ſuffered to 
ſpeak and bear its faithful teſtimony, then will ye cry in 
ſorrow, What fruit have we in thoſe things whereof we 
are now aſhamed ? for the end of thoſe things 1s death,” 
Rom. vi. 21. death to our comforts, and death to our 
ſouls' fellowſhip with God, and enjoyment of God. 
3 | | 5. The 


25 


Ro The life of a chriſtian, 3 is a life of prayer : PRAY- 
ING ALWAYS, is his motto, But are games, ſports; 


and plays at all ſuitable for him ? Can there be the 


leaſt aptitude in them to promote the life and ſpirit of 
prayer? Nay, have they not a direct contrary tendency, 


even to diſſipate the mind, and expel the power of prayer 


from the heart? I wiſh, dear Sir, thoſe who follow and 
plead for theſe things, would ſeriouſly reflect between God 
and their own ſouls, 1ſt, Before they join in them, whe- 

ther they have any warrant from ſcripture to look up in 


the confidence of hope, and pray in the power of faith, 


for the bleſſing of the Lord to be upon them, his preſence 
to be with them, and comfort and joy flow from God to 
them. 2d. While engaged in their games, ſports, and 
diverſions, how their hearts ſtand affected to prayer? 
Do they then find it a ſweet ſeaſon for prayer? Are 
their hearts diſpoſed to pray? Will they then lift up 
their hearts to God, and ſay, Lord, thou ſeeſt how I am 
engaged; I have begun this game in thy name; Lord, 
give me a good hand of cards, and good ſucceſs that I may 
win it: or, I am now indulging the luſt of the fleſh; and 


gratifying the luſt of the eye in this ſport or diverſion, 


Lord, help me to enjoy all that pleaſure which my cor- - 
rupt nature can wiſh for, Such petitions are exactly 


ſuited to their engagements ; I leave it to their judgment 


to determine, whether they are the prayers of faith, ſuit- - 
able to the ſtate of a chriſtian; and can be preſented in 
hope. 2d. After they have been engaged in theſe things, 
how will they find their minds diſpoſed for prayer, and 
their hearts affected to a throne: of grace? What teſti- 
mony will conſcience bear? Surely, not that they have 


been walking worthy of the Lord unto all pleaſing, Col. i. 


40. as obedient children, that they have not faſhioned 
themſelves according to their former luſts in their igno- 
fance, 1 Pet. i. 14. that their rejoicing is this, the teſti- 
mony of their conſciences, that in ſimplicity and godly ſin- 
B 8 N 


* 
r 
* 
. 


, 
Py CR % % "_S 
* 7 
7 a , 
- : - : 
* 1 


| 
' 
| 
| 
; 
j 


e 
perity by the grace of God, they have had their converſa- 
tion in the world, not following fleſhly luſts, nor carnal 


pleaſures. Can then their paſt conduct inſpire boldneſs in 
prayer, and fervency to prayer? Nay rather, muſt not 
ſerious reflections on it ſink their hearts, deject their ſpi- 


rits, cut off boldneſs, deſtroy fervency, make their knees 

feeble, their hands hang down, and their hearts aſhamed 

before the Lord, being filled with preſent doubts, fears, and 

miſgivings of ſoul? But if they can nevertheleſs perſuade 

themſelves, that they are living and walking in the ſpirit 

of prayer, the word of God plainly ſhews that they are 
under the influence of another ſpirit. 

Laſtly, Chriſtians are called to live in the Spirit and 
walk in the Spirit, and not fulfil the luſts of the fleſh. 
Now, Sir, if any advocates for games and diverſions will 
and forth and declare, that they are not luſts of the fleſh, 


that to engage in them is not fulfilling the deſires of the 


Heſh ; but that it may be done perfectly conſiſtent with 
living in the Spirit, and walking in the Spirit, then I 
have done: I will frankly own, I have been fighting 
with ſhadows, contending About non-entities, and ſtriving 
againſt mere trifles, of no moment. Then, we may give 


up every holy precept in our bibles, renounce the ſpirit | 


of chriſtianity, and take a full ſwing in every carpal gra- 


tification our corrupt nature can luſt after. But the very 


reverſe of all' this is true. And though I have hitherto 
treated theſe things only as inexpedient for chriſtians, yet 
I will now be more bold, and poſitively aſſert, they are 
expreſsly forbidden and unlawful. Perhaps I may be loudly 
called upon, When? where ? and by whom are they for- 
bidden? how will you prove them unlawful ? 
They are forbidden by the Spirit of truth, in the holy 


word of God. © This I ſay then (ſaith Paul) walk in 


the Spirit, and ye ſhall not fulfil the luſt of the fleſh,” 


Gal. v. 16. and after he had declared, the works of 


the fleſh are manifeſt,” and enumerated many of the orols 
Ones, 


* 


2 
\ 
* 
1 
I 
t 
t 
1 


1 


* 


— 


1 


ones, he . ſuch like, Hence muſt not every di- 
vinely taught, ſpiritual man conelude, that each and every: 
work, which takes its riſe from the fleſh, is ſuited to the 
nature of the fleſh, is purſued and enjoyed to gratify his old 
man, his carnal, corrupt nature, is neither more nor leſs 
than a work of the fleſh; and as all ſuch works are con- 
trary to the Spirit to rang and walking in the Spirit 
in the renewed ſpirit of his mind —in the ſpirit of truth, 

faith, love, prayer, heavenly-mindedneſs, and holineſs, 
they are forbidden to him, and are to be avoided by him. 
For, till we get to glory, this will ever be our indiſpen- 


| fable duty“ put off, concerning the former converſa- 


%. 


tion, the old man, which is corrupt according to the de- 
ceitful Juſts,” Eph. iv. 22. For they are contrary, to 
our ſpiritual lifes ſpiritual walk, and ſpiritual proſperity 
in the faith, love, peace, holineſs, and joy of our ſouls, 
as new creatures in Chriſt Jeſus, who are daily to be re- 
newed in the ſpirit of our minds. 

In the church of England's form of Baptiſm of 000 
of riper years, the perſon to be baptized profeſſes, in theſe 
excellent ſcripture words, to renounce the carnal de- 


; fires of the fleſh, ſo that he will not follow, nor be led by 


them.” But why ? Becauſe they are all contrary to that 
holy faith he is to be baptized into, to that holy calling 
to which he is called, to that holy hope he embraces, 
and to that ſpiritual life he is to live. For, ſays'Paul,— 
* they who are Chriſt's have crucified the fleſh, with its 
affections and luſts,” Gal. v. 24. Though the fleſh, or 
corrupt nature lives in them, yet it is their conſtant deſire 
and fixed purpoſe that the fleſh ſhall live a dying life; and 
therefore they will avoid miniſtering to its nouriſhment 
and ftrength, by gratifying, indulging, and , pampering 
its ae and luſts, as being contrary to their ſpiritual 
life of faith in Chriſt. py » 
Chriſtians are alſo expreſsly commanded» % be not 
conformed to this world ; but be transformed, by the re- 
: newing 
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newing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that ; 


good, and acceptable, and perfect will of God, ” Rom. 


xii. 2. But following the games, ſports, and paſtimes of 


the world, is certainly cpnforming to the world, and is 
therefore forbidden by this word. But if profeſſors can 
and do join company with carnal, unregenerate men, in 
partaking of their carnal pleaſures and ſenſual delights, 
ſurely this is not only conforming to the world, but alſo 
giving ſad evidence, that inſtead of their minds being 


transformed and renewed, they are ſtill corrupt and de- 


praved. And do not ſuch compliances exhibit alſo a ſad 
proof that they ſnew no regard to the good, and accept- 
able, and perfect will of God, which is this“ whatſo- 
ever ye do in word or deed, Do ALL in the name of our 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to the glory of God the Father,“ Col. 
iii. 17. Here, dear Sir, I ſet my foot. Here I reſt this 


matter. If carnal games, ſports, plays, &c. can be be- 
gun, carried on, and finiſhed in the name of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, to-the' glory of God the Father, then let 
them be purſued with the greateſt eagerneſs, and enjoyed 
in their fulleſt extent. For who ſhall dare to fay one 
word againſt it? | 9 

But they are not only expreſsly forbidden, but are ality, 
Iutely unlawful alſo. By what law? Even by the law of 
faith. If proud boaſting is excluded as contrary to the law 
of faith, ſo are carnal luſts and ſenſual gratifications alſo. 
For this is the expreſs, the unchangeable law of faith 
© whatſoever is not of faith ( agreeable to the word and 
doctrine of faith) is s1Ix, Rom. %iv. 23.— But ail carnal 
games, ſports, and plays, are not of faith—and till it can 
be proved, that they ſpring from our moſt holy faith, are 
agreeable to the word of faith, and may be enjoyed in the 
power of faith, I will venture to aſſert they are SIN; and 
therefore if fin is unlawful to a chriſtian, ſo are theſe 
things. Whoever follows them, moſt certainly acts con- 


trary to this word— as obedient children, not faſhion- 
ing 
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ing yourle] ves 8 to our former luſts i in your igno- 


rance,” x Pet. i. 14. For, to faſhion ourſe ves according 
to our formey;luſts, is unlawful diſobedience to God's 
word, which we ep rofeſs to. be the warr t of our 
faith, and the rule of * Hie. But this will | ol ap- 
pear by conſiderinſg, 7 
Secondly, Theſe Fa edify not. = 
1. Though it cannot be ſaid, they do not edify, i in the 


knowledge of games, ſports, and plays, fo that a perſon 


may not attain to be a good gameſter, an excellent ſportſ- 


man, and an accompliſhed judge of plays, &c. but what 


comfort can this yield in the life of faith, the ſeaſon of 
prayer, the time of affliction, the hour of death, and the 
day of judgment ? Is it the leaſt honour, or will it yield 
the leaſt conſolation, to be accounted a gaming, ſporting, 
playhouſe-frequenting, revelling chriſtian ? Nay, are not 


all theſe contrary to the character of a chriſtian 7 ? Will 


any ſay, theſe things have the leaſt tende cy to edify 
the chriſtian himſelf, or to build up others in our moſt 
holy fafth, praying in the Holy Ghoſt, as commanided ? 
Jude 20. They have juft as natural a tendency to this, as 
a nettle has to allay the ſting of a bee. 'Though profeſſors 
talk like angels of ſpiritual truths, yet if they allow them- 


ſelves in theſe carnal things, they will ever ſtumble others, 


and prevent their being profitable to their ſpiritual edifi- 
cation. Inftances of this ſadly abound, 

2. But, ſay the followers of, and pleaders for games, 
plays, &c. we do not pretend that they edify in the chriſ- 
tian faith and life; but are for amuſement, recreation, 
and diverſion, True, they do indeed amuſe, ſo as to 
draw away the ſpirit's attention from the one thing need- 
fu I: ſo re-create the mind, as to ſorm a profeſſor to con- 
form to this evil world, and walk according to the courſe 


of it: ſo divert him, as to tum aſide the foul from fol- 


lowing Chriſt in the regeneration. Fine amuſements, 
, recreations, and diverſions truly for new creatures in 


Chriſt ; 


. the, fleſh has the afcendency over 


His | good to edi} ation. For 4 malt © 


[ 14 ] 
Chic! Following them, makes it fully manifeſt, that 


the Spirit, and that no 
| FE? ito this apoſtolic rule we ought not to pleaſe 
ourſelves. Le every one of us pleaſe bis Ke; ghbour, for 

FE gent re Aon!) even 
Lom, xv. 2, 3. Is not this 


Chriſt pleaſed not himſelf, 


one werd enough to ſhame then out of their folly? O 


where is real faith in, genuine love of, and holy confor- 


| mity to our dear Lord and head! F or, in pleaſing them- 
ſelves in theſe vain, carnal things, they not only act con- 
trary t to Chriſt ; but countenance others in thoſe vain 
| things which miniſter to the ſpirit, temper, and life of 
the fleſh, in fulfilling the affections and luſts thereof; and 
ſo pleaſe their neighbours who j join them, for their wit, to 


their deſtruction. Is this the liberty we have in Chriſt ? 


Ts it not rather the licentiouſneſs of the fleſh, and contrary 


to this expreſs command ?—*uſe not liberty for an occa- 


ſion to the fleſh ; but by love ſerve one another,” Gal, v. 
13. Again, 


3. We are commanded F dlow after the things 
wherewith one may edify another,” Rom. xiv. 19. But 


| thoſe who follow after games, &c. allow they have no 


tendency to ſpiritual edification of others, that they do 


” follow them for any ſuch purpoſe ; yet they will en- 


ge in them, plead for them, and aſk, What harm is in 
then? ? What! no harm in indulging a. ſpirit and temper 
contrary to the commands of the Spirit, to pleaſe the 
fleſh ? Is not this to grieve the Spirit, to cauſe him to 
withdraw his preſence, to with-hold his comforts, and to 
Jeave the ſoul under the guilt of fin and power of luſts, 
in the bondage of corruption, beſet with perplexing 
doubts, diſtreſſing fears, and dejeCting anxieties ? Is there 
no harm in all this? Has the ſoul nothing to fear from 
this? Surely, if God's word is the rule of our faith, 


. whoever walks contrary to it, cannot enjoy the comfort 


of 


* 


* 


„ becauſe he fins fp the wife and lake of 
faith, Once more, 


4. As theſe games, 


ſports, and  playh, ate not t of nth 


ES <4 I ro. ; 


not edify in the faith ; but are contrary to the lat 
faith, ſo are they Alſo. to love for love edifieth, 1 Cor. 
viii. 1. This is eſſential to the nature of chriſtian love; 
and without this love, though we have all faith, and All 
knowledge, what are we ? Paul tells us, Nothing, 1 Cor. 
xiii, 2. we are not what we profeſs to be: we Want the 
main thing, if we have not the love of God'i in us. In 
that heart, where the love of God, love to his precious 
truths and holy ways, and love to the ſouls of men 
reigns, there will be an earneſt deſire and ſtudious delight 
to edify others 3 in the truth as it is in Jeſus, and in fol- 
lowing him in the way of holineſs; and a tender regard 
leſt the weak conſcience be wounded, or thoſe who ate 
lame turned out of the way. Ah, Sir! were the heart 
warm with the love of Chrift, it would effectually ſtop the 
feet from purſuing theſe vain things, and ſilence the 
tongue from ever pleading for them, and aſking What 
harm is in them? But becauſe the love of many to Jeſus 
is waxed cold in the heart, theſe” things are ſo putfied in 
the life, and they are ſo unedifying to others, as things 
of x09. 
Nay, ſo far from edifying, that they ſtumble and offend 80 
weak brethren, and cauſe the way of truth to be evil 
ſpoken of, and yet coolly aſk, What harm have 1 done 
and think they may boldly demand with Paul WW hy is 
my liberty judged of another man's conſcience n Cee. 
x. 29, But Paul never meant to uſe any liberty as an 
occaſion to the fleſh, as contrary to that Tove which edi- 
fieth in the faith, and to the wounding of others. No; 
he no more dreamt of a liberty to follow carnal games, 
ſenſual ſports, theatric revellings, &c. than of a liberty 
to worſhip the goddeſs Diana, 70 cut * 'kis brethrens 


ears, 
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eats, or to ſet the « city of Corinth on fire. For, ſays 


he, when ye ſo ſin againſt your brethren, and wound 


their weak conſciences (awful to think of )) ye fin againſt 


Chriſt whoſe brethren they are, 1 Cor. viii. 12. . 


Is it a light matter, then, to ſin againſt precious Chriſt ? | 


there no harm, no evil i in this ? But how did they do 


this ? Only by ſitting | at an idol's table, and eating meat 
which had been offered to idols. Now this, tho' quite 


an indifferent thing i in itſelf, in which there could not be 
the leaſt evil, yet it gave offence to ſome who were weak 
in the faith; and therefore Paul ſays, they hereby ſinned 


againſt them ; and not only ſo, but ſinned againſt Chriſt 


alſo, Hear, then, the declaration of Paul's loving heart— 


If meat make my brother to offend, I will eat no fleſh 
chile the world ſtandeth, left I make my brother to of- 
fend,” 1 Cor. viii. 13. Here is chriſtian liberty connected 


with heavenly love. Similar cauſes ever produce ſimilar 


effects. This love will ever regulate our liberty for the 
| of others. And we may be ſure, dear Sir, where 
this warm love lives i in the heart, it will form this reſo- 


lution, and make this declaration: If games, ſports, and 
plays make my brother to offend, I will have nothing to 


do with them while the world Randeth, leſt I make my 
brother to offend. 


For, ſo full of love to others, ſo deeply conckined for 
their ſpiritual edification, and ſo very jealous leſt their 


| ſoul ſhould be hurt, was Paul, that he aſks, <* Who is 


offended and I burn not ?” 2 Cor. xi. 29. Such is the 


| ſympathizing ſpirit of a chriſtian: he felt pain, like one 


who was burnt, if the conſciences of others were woun- 
ded, Such are the tender feelings of chriſtian love: 
where theſe prevail, we ſhall, for the honour of Chriſt, 


che glory of God, and the good of others, ſtudy to walk, 


ſo as to give none offence, neither to Jew. nor Gentile, 


nor the church of God, x Cor. x. 32. we ſhall © abſtain 


from all appearance evil, 1 Thel. v. 22. © walk cir- 
2 cn 
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bi following the things which are of gf report,” Phi- 
lip. iv. 8. ever remembering— we are not our own; 


for we are bought with a price: therefore are bound by x : 1 


all the endearing, engaging - bonds of the love of Jeſus, 
whoſe precious blood bought us, to glorify God in our 
body, and in our ſpirit, which are God's, 1 Cor. vi. 20. 
However weak andineffectual all I have ſaid on this 
ſubje& may proye, yet I know the word of God is quick 
and powerful, and ſharper than any two· edged ſword ; 


and I am perſuaded, when the Lord ſpeaks, in the power 


of his word and Spirit, the ſweet conſolations of his love 
to the heart I WILL HEAL THEIR BACKSLIDINGs, I 
WILL LOVE THEM FREELY—profeſſors will then awake 
from their carnal frames, and ariſe from their dead for- 
mality, and cry out in the power of faith, and tranſport 
of love=WHAT HAVE I To DO ANY MORE WITH Inos! 
In this believing, loving, holy frame, may your ſoul 
and mine live, and be kept by our Lord's power, till he 
ſhall come in his glory, that we may triumph everlaſtingly 
in his ſalvation, is the earneſt prayer of, dear Sir, 


i 


Your ever- affectionate ſervant in Chriſt, 
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